INITIATION  OF  ADMINISTRATION
the administration and collection of revenue, which, in the eyes
of the tribes, was regarded as a sign of government authority,
similarly as revenue payment was considered an outward sign
of their submission. Much of the confidence engendered by the
Political Officers in Basra Wilayet had been the result of their
revenue activities,x which included far more than the collection
of taxes following the enforced assumption by the Revenue
Board of a far wider range of responsibilities than merely
financial duties. In addition, the extension of land-revenue
collections in kind from the fertile areas of the middle Euphrates
would produce local foodstuffs for the army and thereby release
much precious tonnage. Hence, after the fall of Baghdad, Sir
Percy Cox's chief efforts were directed, not only to the establish-
ment of friendly relations with leading dignitaries, but also,
through the First Revenue Officer, to the collection of informa-
tion as to the customary rates of demand; the sorting of a mass
of papers; the foundation of a Revenue system capable of ex-
tension; the inceptions of departments such as Auqaf, Educa-
tion, etc., and the actual collection of revenue in Baghdad and
surrounding districts.2 The complexities and inconsistencies of
the Turkish Revenue system, to which reference has already
been made, proved, as in Basra Wilayet, one of the greatest
obstacles in the way of a rapid establishment in Baghdad
Wilayet of a system based on its principles.
The Turkish Revenue System
Under the Turks, general revenues in each wilayet had been
collected under the authority of the Daftardar (Provincial
Director of Finance), either directly or through departments.
Among the taxes collected directly were land revenue in its
various aspects, koda (animal head-tax), tamattu (income or
1 'I have been long convinced that Revenue work is the most important part
of their duties ' Deputy Civil Commissioner in Admin Report, Basrah, 1917, p. 8.
2 Administration Report, Revenue Board, Baghdad, March zz to December 31,
1917 (Baghdad, 1918), p. i (hereafter Revenue Report, 1917)-